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SAGA/POPULUS PANEL RESULTS 
 
Populus received 8377 responses from adults aged 50 and over to its online poll for SAGA 
between 13th and 23rd June 2008. Populus is a member of the British Polling Council and 
abides by its rules. For more details go to www.populus.co.uk   

 
DEMOGRAPHICS 
 

Gender 
Male 5020 60% 
Female 3357 40% 

Age 

50 - 54 1282 15% 
55 - 59 2300 27% 
60 - 64 2296 27% 
65 and over 2508 30% 

Grandchildren 
or children? 

Children but no grandchildren 2870 34% 
Grandchildren 4351 52% 
Neither 1166 14% 

Socio-Economic 
Group 

AB 4907 59% 
C1 2309 28% 
C2 773 9% 
DE 363 4% 

Region 

LWT/Carlton (London) 1465 18% 
Meridian (South) 1170 14% 
Anglia (Eastern) 684 8% 
Yorkshire 759 9% 
HTV West / West Country 
(South West) 672 8% 
Tyne Tees (North East) 348 4% 
Central East (East Midlands) 441 5% 
HTV Wales (Wales) 326 4% 
Central / Central West (West 
Midlands) 867 10% 
Border Scotland / Scottish / 
Grampian (Scotland) 631 8% 
UTV (Northern Ireland) 89 1% 
Granada / Border (North 
West) 903 11% 

  Total 8377 100% 
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GORDON BROWN AND POLITICS 

• 39% said the Conservatives were the most over 50s friendly political 
party, with Labour and the Liberal Democrats trailing considerably.  
Indeed, more panellists said that they didn’t know or that none of the 
parties were friendly towards the over 50s than supported either 
Labour or the Liberal Democrats.  

• Impressions of Gordon Brown, one year on, were overwhelmingly 
negative.  71% said he had been a worse Prime Minister than they had 
expected, with just over a quarter (28%) saying he was as expected.  
Hardly anyone said Gordon Brown had exceeded their expectations.  
88% said that Gordon Brown wasn’t a strong leader, 88% felt he had 
not improve his image over the last year and only 4% felt he had 
renewed the Labour Government. 

DRINKING IN PUBLIC PLACES 

• Panellists overwhelmingly support a nationwide ban on drinking on 
public transport – supported by nearly nine in ten (89%).  Panellists 
also strongly support – with more than eight in ten agreeing – the 
statement that “Britain has a problem with alcohol.”  The statement 
“people should be allowed to drink, in moderation, in public places” 
divided respondents equally – with respondents splitting roughly 
evenly. 

MUSIC FESTIVALS 

• One in five of the panel members went to music festivals when they 
were younger.  Just over one in ten – 12% - said they wanted to go to 
music festivals at some point in the future.  A sizeable majority – 
nearly 70% - said that music festivals weren’t really their sort of thing. 

CREDIT CRUNCH 

• When asked to place themselves on a ten point scale, where 1 meant 
the ‘credit crunch’ and rising prices were having no effect and 10 
meant they were having a severe effect, the average score was 6.08.  
9% of people gave a score of 10 – the highest possible score. 

• Over half of respondents say that in response to economic pressures 
they are driving less, and half say they are cutting back on treats for 
themselves.  Over a third are cutting back on major purchases, and a 
similar number are taking more modest or fewer holidays.  Just over a 
quarter are using public transport more – and over a third are 
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searching for bargains on the Internet.  Insurance (just 7%) and treats 
for grandchildren (13%) are the least likely to have been cut-back on. 

FUEL SURCHARGES 

• Panellists overwhelmingly oppose fuel surcharges and hidden fees – 
70% say it is unreasonable to levy fuel surcharges to cover rising fuel 
prices after booking and nearly 90% (including 78% saying so strongly) 
say it is not alright for travel companies to advise prices that exclude 
taxes, fees, fuel charges etc.  A little over half of panellists regard fuel 
charges as a way for airlines to increase their profits – with only a 
quarter disagreeing with this statement. 
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