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SAGA/POPULUS PANEL RESULTS 
 

Populus received 11,633 responses from adults aged 50 and over to its online poll for SAGA 

between 13th and 19th March 2009. Populus is a member of the British Polling Council and 

abides by its rules. For more details go to www.populus.co.uk   

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

 

Gender 
Male 7158 62% 

Female 4475 38% 

Age 

50 - 54 1416 12% 

55 - 59 2707 23% 

60 - 64 3343 29% 

65 - 69 2200 19% 

70 - 74 1126 10% 

75+ 803 7% 

Socio-

Economic 

Group 

AB 6427 56% 

C1 3509 30% 

C2 1127 10% 

DE 510 4% 

Grandchildren 

or children? 

Children but no 

grandchildren 
3615 31% 

Grandchildren 6341 54% 

Neither 1661 14% 

Region 

London 891 8% 

South East 2472 21% 

South West 1236 11% 

West Midlands 966 8% 

East Midlands 851 7% 

North West 1356 12% 

North East 475 4% 

Yorkshire and the 

Humber 
999 9% 

East Anglia 847 7% 

Scotland 913 8% 

Wales 501 4% 

Northern Ireland 115 1% 

  Total 11633 100% 
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Support and Savings 

 Emotional support was the most common form of support provided to 

respondents, with just 12% saying they received no emotional support 

from their children.  Financial support was the least common form of 

support, only 9% received any financial support – and over half said 

this support amounted to less than £100 per month. 

 A very large majority – 85% - said their income from savings had 

reduced due to the economic situation.  Of those whose income from 

savings had reduced, 89% said this had caused a negative impact of 

their finances.   

PMI 

 Nearly a quarter of respondents – 24% - have Private Medical 

Insurance, although this figure varies widely between regions; 34% 

have PMI in London, whereas only 15% do in Scotland. 

 Avoiding NHS waiting lists and the choice of when and where to be 

treated were the highest rated reasons for having insurance.  Avoiding 

NHS hospitals was the least important reason, although this still 

received an average importance rating of 3.19 – a rating above the 

‘neither important nor unimportant’ midpoint. 

 Over half of those without insurance, 56%, cited concerns that Private 

Medical Insurance was too expensive as their reason for not having 

insurance.  A little over a third (37%) said they were happy with the 

service provided by the NHS. 

Sir Fred Goodwin 

 58% of respondents supported calls for Sir Fred Goodwin to be 

stripped of his knighthood, with a higher number – 65% - agreeing 

that the Government should recover Sir Fred Goodwin’s pension.  

Perhaps contradictorily, 71% also agreed that ‘removing Sir Fred 

Goodwin’s pension or knighthood would do nothing to ease the 

current economic crisis.’ 


