
SCT NEWS

Kenya  

It has been a busy time in Kenya, with two exciting projects 
coming to fruition. At Meisori School (pictured) near Lake 
Baringo, the local community turned out to celebrate the official 
opening of a community hall and library, both of which are already 
being well used. Trustee Emma Soames was guest of honour.

Also celebrating is the Mitedi community near Mombasa, 
where the Saga Charitable Trust has funded a community  
dam and a programme of training in sustainable farming and 
aquaculture with the Haller foundation. 

Community spirit

Together we build a brighter future
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I would like to welcome you to our 
latest newsletter and share the 
achievements of the past few months. 

I have the privilege of visiting many 
Trust-supported projects throughout 
the year. Some of these are joyous 
occasions, when whole communities 
come together to celebrate with much 
singing and dancing. Others are just 
heartbreaking. On a recent trip to South 
Africa I spent a day accompanying a 
care team on its visits to rural homes in 
KwaZulu-Natal. The Trust funds this 
team of dedicated carers in an area that 
has been ravaged by HIV Aids, but 
where there is little or no access to 
healthcare services.

In one squalid dwelling I met a young 
man in his teens, lying semi-conscious 
on an old mattress. He had TB and was 
alone except for an ageing uncle. There 
was no food, no medicine and no sign 
of anything that could offer comfort. 
The team swung into action: they had 
come prepared with food, blankets and 
kerosene. Intense conversation in 
isi-Zulu followed, during which the boy 
agreed to be taken to hospital where  
he would receive treatment and at least 
be warm and comfortable. 

As we left, one of the carers turned to 
me and said, “He won’t live to see next 
week.” Those words have haunted me, 
especially as they reflect the true depth 
and spread of our work. This particular 
programme, like many others that are 
supported by the Trust, is a lifeline  
and one that tackles poverty at its most 
basic level. 

A daily flurry of mail brings us 
donations – large and small – as well as 
the proceeds of innovative fundraising 
ideas. These funds all make their way to 
communities in need. And all of them 
make a difference.

Thank you for helping us to do this. 

Director’s letter

The Trust continues to help the valuable 
work of the Umdoni and Vulamehlo HIV/
Aids Association (UVHAA) by funding a 
network of support for around 400 people 
in KwaZulu-Natal who would otherwise 
have no access to healthcare services. 
This team, in their coincidental Saga blue, 
provide nursing care, counselling advice 
and support to families and orphans, 
many of whom live in the bleakest of 

About the Saga Charitable Trust
The Trust is a registered charity supporting underprivileged communities in developing 
countries that host Saga holidaymakers. Our policy is not simply to donate money but 
to invest in sustainable projects focusing on healthcare, education, training and income 
generation. The Saga Group covers the Saga Charitable Trust’s UK administrative costs, 
so every penny donated goes directly to projects in Africa, Asia and South America. 

Network of support
conditions and for whom this programme 
is quite simply a lifeline. 

In nearby Pennington, the Jabula Crèche 
is now in its 11th year, while at the People’s 
Community Centre, Brian and Lillian Hopf 
have handed over the baton to Ron and 
Lorraine Williams, having worked  
tirelessly to get the centre to where it is 
today – providing life-changing skills to 
unemployed people.

Care in the 
community – the 
care team (right)
bringing hope  
and support to 
some of the rural 
communities 
affected by HIV/
Aids, and practical 
help to child- 
headed families 
(inset) 

Janice Lee
Director of the Saga Charitable Trust
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Top nursery for Top Kids
We are delighted to announce that  

the Top Kids nursery  
 in Mondesa, near 

Swakopmund, Namibia, 
has now officially 
moved. The new 

Janice Lee with the 
Principal, Magreth 
and children at  
Top Kids nursery 

building, funded by the Trust, has largely 
been made possible through the sheer 
determination and perseverance of the 
Principal, Magreth. 

Her unwavering goal has been to move 
her family and the nursery out of the 
Democratic Resettlement Community, 
which is essentially a squatter camp, and 
on to land that has access to electricity 
and water – and her commitment has 
been truly inspirational. 

The running water and toilets are still a 
novelty for the children, and we hope that 
the new nursery will help provide them all 
with a brighter future.
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A helping hand
In the townships near George and 
Knysna, on South Africa’s Garden Route, 
there are many small projects, such as 
crèches and foster homes, which provide 
a valuable service to the community but 
are severely under-resourced. 

Thanks to Project Colors, an 
organisation founded by Sunyata, a 
dynamic young Canadian, help is at hand. 

Nepal news
In Nepal we continue to support a range 
of projects throughout the country.

In Puranchaur, 12km outside the city of 
Pokhara, the Trust is working with the 
Organisation for Community, Child and 
Environment on a women’s empowerment 
programme. Literacy rates here are 
desperately low and the programme 
started with a basic literacy course, before 
moving on to skills training and micro-
enterprise development. The programme 
will eventually provide vulnerable groups 
of women with much-needed 
opportunities to generate income.

Also near Pokhara, on the trekking trail, 
the Shree Bidhyoti School has been 
replastered and upgraded to include a 
water supply, playground and a retaining 
wall to protect it from monsoon floods. 
And in Chitwan, school children are 
flourishing with continuing support from 
Saga customers. 

In Bhattidanda, near Dhulikhel, the 
Himaljyoti Community School is giving 
top-quality education to more than 200 
children and 20% of the school fees are 
now being funded by a buffalo micro-
credit scheme. A total of 33 buffalo have 
now been distributed.

And in Kathmandu, the project to 
support elderly deaf people has been 
extended to Kirtipur to give wider access 
to sign-language training and support.

Working with the 
Butterfly Tree charity, 
the Trust has been 
funding a critical 
malaria prevention 
programme in the 
Mukuni Chiefdom, 
Zambia. The latest 
report from the health 
centre showed that 
there has been a 30% 
reduction in 
confirmed cases of 
malaria. In a country 
where malaria is the 
biggest killer of 
children under five, 
this is a great step in 
the right direction.

Malaria 
success

New SCT DVD
We are pleased to 
announce the 
release of a new 
SCT DVD giving an 
overview of our 
work in the 
developing world. 
To see the film, log 
on to saga 
charitabletrust.org. 
If you would like a 
copy, write to us at 
Saga Charitable 
Trust, Enbrook 
Park, Folkestone, 
Kent CT20 3SE.

Transport  
for St Jude’s children
It is unimaginable that children with life- 
threatening illnesses have no choice but 
to spend months camped out with their 
parents on pavements near a city hospital. 
Yet this is what often happens to children 
from poor families who come to Mumbai 
for treatment. Thankfully, the St Jude’s 
Childcare Centres have found a solution: 
clean, hygienic accommodation where 
families can live for the duration, while 
benefiting from counselling, advice and 
the support of others in the same 
situation. The Trust has funded a bus 
(above) to take children from one of the 
centres for tests and treatment – which 
used to mean an agonising two-hour 
journey each way on public transport. It is 
no surprise that children at St Jude’s 
Centres have a greater chance of recovery. 

Her simple but effective strategy is to 
identify what is needed and then go and 
source it. Sunyata is a welcome sight in 
the townships, with her armful of supplies 
and a big smile, and the precision with 
which everything is recorded meets our 
high level of accountability. The Trust has 
helped fund materials from flooring to 
furniture and even a sewing machine.

India  Nepal

Sunyata (far left) at 
Annie’s foster 
home, and children 
at one of the 
crèches with a local 
volunteer (above)
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Peru

Donation form Thank you for supporting the Saga Charitable Trust’s work in the developing world

(delete as applicable) 

If your donation is in lieu of a gift and you would like to  
receive a gift card, please tick here:       

Title         Initial     Surname
Address
   Postcode
Email     Date

Making use of GiftAid means that for every pound you give, the 
Saga Charitable Trust receives an extra 25 pence from  
HM Revenue and Customs, helping your donation go further.

I would like all donations I’ve made to Saga Charitable Trust for the  
past six years and all donations I make from the date of this  
declaration to be treated as GiftAid unless I notify you otherwise.
To qualify for GiftAid, what you pay in income tax or capital  
gains tax must at least equal the amount we will claim in the tax year.

Please enclose this section with your donation and post to 
SAGA CHARITABLE TRUST, Enbrook Park, Folkestone, Kent CT20 3SE. 
If you do not require an acknowledgement, please tick here: 

The Saga Charitable Trust will not share your details with any other organisation. 
However, as a donor we would like to update you on our work from time to time. 
If you’d prefer not to receive this information, please tick here. 
Please also get in touch if you need to amend your details at any time. 
You can also donate online at www.sagacharitabletrust.org

The Saga Charitable Trust is a UK-registered charity, No 291991. All the costs of producing this newsletter have been covered in full by Saga Group Ltd

Standing Order Form 
To:  The Manager
  (Bank/Building Society) 

Address

Please pay the Saga Charitable Trust the sum of £________ each month 
starting on _____/_____/_____ until further notice.

Please debit my account:   
Account Name 
Account No 
Sort code 
Signature 

To the bank: Please pay the above sums to:

Saga Charitable Trust at: National Westminster Bank
   Europa House
   49 Sandgate Road
   Folkestone, Kent CT20 1RU

   Sort code     52 41 42
   Account No 58935819

Please pass this completed section to your bank/building society.

I enclose a cheque made payable to Saga Charitable Trust/  
I am sending a Standing Order Form to my bank for £ _________

We have long been impressed by the 
energy and tenacity of Saga volunteers  
in South Africa and Nepal, and the 
introduction of programmes in  
Sri Lanka and St Lucia has generated 
further donations through the Saga 
Charitable Trust. The impact that 
volunteers are having at all these 
destinations has been truly amazing and 
we are very proud to be supporting their 
continuing fundraising efforts.

Vietnam

Making music  
in Vietnam
On the outskirts of Ho Chi Minh City is a 
wonderful centre that is home to more 
than 40 children, the majority of whom are 
blind and/or physically disabled. Run by 
the Organisation for the Support and 
Education of Disadvantaged Children, it 
has created a happy environment with  
a strong focus on music. 

The centre’s talented band performs 
regularly at the adjacent restaurant, as 
well as for visiting Saga guests. The  
Trust has helped by funding much-needed 
repairs to the buildings, musical 
instruments and computers. 

More clean water for  
Amazon communities
Our partnership with CONAPAC, a local 
conservation organisation, to build 
water-treatment plants for communities in 
the Peruvian Amazon has been so 
successful that our programme has been 
expanded to include four more areas. 

The simple but effective filtration 
system means that communities now 
have access to clean water and there are 
also workshops on the importance and 
benefits of drinking clean water. The 
results of all this are clear. There has been 
a dramatic reduction in cases of 
water-borne illnesses because children 
and even the most traditional villagers are 
now drinking treated water rather than 
water taken directly from the river. 

Chickens for 
Dunnottar
The Dunnottar 
School for children 
with development 
needs in St Lucia 
has a special place 
in the hearts of 
many Saga guests 
and volunteers. The 
Vocational Centre 
already has a 
kitchen garden 
project, teaching 
students to 
cultivate crops for 
use in the school 
feeding programme, 
as well as being 
sold to outlets  
such as Saga’s Bel 
Jou Hotel.

In addition, the 
Trust is now funding 
a chicken-rearing 
programme to 
provide another 
source of income 
and food, as well  
as training for 
students who lack 
the capacity for 
mainstream 
employment.

Volunteer Rosemary Smith at Morne 
Doudon Combined School, St Lucia 

Volunteers 
go further


