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SAGA/POPULUS PANEL RESULTS, May 2010 

Populus received 13,800 responses from Saga members aged 50 and over to its online poll for SAGA between 
14

th
 and 21

st
 May 2010.  Populus is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules, for more 

information see www.populus.co.uk.  

 
General Election 

 Saga panellists were much more likely to have voted in the recent General Election than people in the 
country as a whole – 94% of Saga panellists claim to have voted, compared to just 65% amongst the 
country as a whole. 

 The Conservatives received 44% of the vote amongst these Saga panellists (compared to 36% in the 
country as a whole) and Labour just 15% (nearly half the figure it received amongst the population as 
a whole, 29%). 

 While 84% of Saga panellists said that they liked to see two parties working together for the good of 
the country, three-in-five (62%) are concerned that the hung parliament will make parties less 
accountable for delivering their manifesto promises. 

The Environment 

 Recycling is the most common action taken to protect the environment with 94% claiming to do so.  
Using low energy bulbs, turning off appliances and lights, taking showers rather than baths, drinking 
tap water, and using recycled bags were all popular actions too – and all chosen by at least 70% of 
respondents. 

 Interestingly, however, a desire to be green was not the prime motivation for taking these actions.  
Two thirds (67%) took these actions to save money and 65% attributed it to their upbringing and 
being told to be prudent.  Three-in-five (63%) thought that being green either saved money or had no 
overall cost. 

 “Consumption, waste and our throwaway lifestyles” topped the list of environmental concerns at 
27%.  Increasing world population was second with 22%.  Climate change managed only 4

th
 place and 

was chosen by just 9%. 

 The majority of panellists (64%) don’t have an eco hero, and amongst the minority who did David 
Attenborough was most popular (chosen by 16%). 

 When asked to rate themselves for being “green” few panellists put themselves at either extreme end 
of the scale (3% bright green, 7% not at all green).  A third (35%) described themselves as “somewhat 
green” and a little over half (53%) said they were “a bit green”. 

 There was relatively little support for paying extra for products with green credentials, with between 
44% and 52% of respondents saying they’d pay nothing extra depending on the area tested. 

Debt 

 Three-in-five (62%) panellists say they have no debt.  Amongst those with debts, the majority are 
coping – but 17% say that while they can pay their debts, it leaves them with little left over.  Just 3% 
say they struggle to make the minimum repayments. 

A Glass of Wine 

 Over half, 55%, of panellists say they need no reason at all to reach for a glass of wine – with 60% of 
men saying this. 

 More than three-in-five, 64%, say they would have a glass wine while enjoying a meal with friends.  
Celebrating special occasions – birthdays, anniversaries, and weddings – was another popular reason 
to reach for a glass of wine with 59% saying they’d enjoy a glass on an occasion like this. 

 Only 3% need a glass of wine when the in-laws arrive and, overall, 10% said they did not drink alcohol. 
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