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Populus interviewed 9,685 
Saga customers, all aged 
50+, online between 16 and 
23 January 2014. Populus is 
a member of the British 
Polling Council and abides 
by its rules; for more 
information see 
www.populus.co.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cash ISA’s 

 Almost three-quarters (72%) of respondents have a cash ISA 
account, with nearly two-fifths (37%) having more than one. 

 Those with a cash ISA expect to have invested an average of £3,210 
into their accounts by the end of this financial year. This number is 
highest among AB respondents, £3,470, and falls to an average of 
£2,460 among DE respondents. 

 If the cash ISA allowance for this financial year were to double to 
£11,520, respondents would expect to invest on average £5,320. 

 
 
 

Pensions and Retirement 

 Respondents who are not yet retired expect to retire at an average 
age of 65. One fifth (22%) believe that they will never fully retire. 

 Three-fifths (61%) of respondents have changed their retirement 
plans, with only 6% planning to retire earlier than expected. Half 
(51%) of these respondents cite economic concerns as the main 
reason for changing their retirement plans. AB respondents (20%) 
are almost twice as likely to cite enjoyment of their work as the 
reason for changing retirement plans than C2 respondents (11%), 
who are, in turn, most likely to blame economic concerns (57% vs. 
an average of 51%) 

 For 39% of respondents who have not retired, a private pension will 
play the largest part in retirement plans. This proportion is higher 
among men than women (48% vs. 28% respectively). Conversely, 
women place higher importance on their state pension (33%) than 
their male counterparts (19%). 

 Overall only 13% trust the Government not to change the current 
tax free lump sum on pensions. Male respondents are more trusting 
than their female counterparts (15% vs 10% respectively). 
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Upgrades 

 Three-fifths (62%) of respondents would rather buy new gadgets 
than receive family members’ old items. Only 1% would encourage 
family members to get an upgrade in order to receive the old item. 

 26% look forward to receiving a family member’s gadgets when they 
get an upgrade. This number is highest among those aged 50-59 
(30%). 

 Respondents were most likely to receive a mobile phone from their 
family (25%), followed closely by clothes (21%) and CDs (18%). 
Women are more likely to have received clothes than their male 
counterparts (28% vs. 16% respectively). 

 
 

Total Male  Female 

Mobile phone 25% 24% 26% 

Clothes 21% 16% 28% 

CDs 18% 17% 20% 

TV 11% 10% 13% 

Laptop 9% 
 

8% 9% 

Computer 9% 
 

8% 11% 

Camera 9% 
 

8% 9% 

Computer printer 7% 
 

6% 7% 

Shoes 7% 
 

5% 10% 

Stereo/Music system 6% 
 

6% 7% 

Sports equipment (e.g. 
golf clubs) 

 
 

5% 

  
 
5% 

 
 

4% 

Portable DVD player 4% 
 

3% 4% 
 
 
 

The FTSE 100 Index/ Bank of England 

 44% of respondents expect the FTSE 100 Index to be higher at the 
end of 2014. Men are more confident on this matter than their 
female counterparts (53% vs 32% respectively). Women were most 
likely to select ‘don’t know’ for this question (36%). 

 Over half (53%) of respondents believe the Bank of England base 
rate will increase by the end of 2014. Those aged 50-59 are least 
likely to believe this (49%), with the figure steadily increasing with 
age. 
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Scottish Independence 

 Over half (56%) of respondents oppose Scottish independence, with 
three-quarters citing no change to their views of the upcoming 
referendum in the last year. 

 If Scotland were to become independent, over four-fifths (82%) of 
respondents feel that the 59 Scottish MP’s in Westminster should 
not be allowed to vote on matters in the remaining Parliamentary 
year. 

 Only 38% of Saga respondents believe England should have a vote in 
the Scottish referendum. Unsurprisingly, this figure drops to 14% 
among respondents in Scotland. 

 
 
 

EU 

 Overall 54% of respondents do not support the EU’s policy of 
allowing the free movement of labour across member states. 

 Whilst 42% of those categorised as AB’s support this policy, the 
figure decreases by almost two-thirds among DE’s (15%). 

 
 
 

Sexual Relationships 

 Three-fifths (62%) of respondents are sexually active, showing a 
decline compared to the January 2013 figure of 71%. 

 23% of respondents are having sex once a week, a figure that has 
remained unchanged since January 2013. 13% say they have sex 
once a fortnight and once a month respectively. 

 When on holiday, respondents are more likely to have sex, with 57% 
saying this is the case. 32% said that being on holiday meant they 
neither had more nor less sex. Only 5% say that they have less sex 
whilst on holiday. 

 This Valentines Day only 5% of respondents are planning on going 
for a night away or a short break 
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