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Making a World of Difference

Making progress: 
thanks to you,  
the Mitedi and 
Mitsemerene people  
in Kenya will enjoy  
a healthier future for 
generations to come 

Inside
Sowing the seeds – defeating drought in Kenya
Together we are building a brighter future

The gift of water 
For me, this newsletter is a 
wonderful opportunity to reflect 
on the achievements of the past 
few months and to show how the 
money you’ve donated has improved 
people’s lives. Nowhere more so 
than in Kenya, where drought and 
poverty have had a devastating 
effect. Here, we’re working with 
local charity Haller to bring about 
sustainable, holistic change – with 
life-saving results (see overleaf). 

For the second year running, the 
Mitedi people, who live inland  
from Mombasa, have survived the 
often deadly dry season. To build 
on this success, we are extending 
our programme to neighbouring 
Mitsemerene, benefiting a further 
600 people. Once land has been 
allocated to community ownership, 
a rain-fed dam and well will  
be completed, and the families 
trained in sustainable farming. 

These successes are only 
possible because of your help. 
Saga customers and staff  
alike enthusiastically joined in our 
Fundraising Fortnight last 
September, smashing all previous 
records to raise more than 
£100,000. Amazing really doesn’t 
do it justice. 

It is easy for us to access fresh 
water, but it takes concerted 
action to ensure that others can 

Your support is bringing clean water – and renewed hope – to drought-affected Kenya, writes Janice Lee, SCT Director
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In Nepal, Fulmaya Lama has used the resources provided by the Trust to improve the lives of her family  
and fellow villagers – all thanks to the humble buffalo… Fulmaya, 40, is a Tamang (historically the most 
underprivileged caste). Her idea was to help the poorest families pay their children’s school fees by giving them 
a buffalo. This gives them income from the sale of milk and manure, and enables them to repay the cost 
gradually into a fund that extends the programme. Fulmaya has overcome adversity to become President of 
the Bhattidanda Women’s Co-operative and her confidence has grown. She is now putting her energy into 
building a clinic and has also spearheaded a home-stay programme. She has done all this while bringing up 
four daughters on limited means, determined to ensure they had the formal education denied to her. Fulmaya’s 
story typifies all that the Trust strives to achieve through your support. Her ingenuity has multiplied an initial 
investment of £3,464 for ten buffalo into something immensely empowering, both for herself and her community. 

Vatsalya Children’s  
Village, near Jaipur, India 
This is home to 60 abandoned and 
orphaned children, aged 2-18. The 
Trust has funded three classrooms, 
a water tank and toilet block, so 
the children can be educated on 
site. The new school opened last 
July and already has 80 pupils. 

Mikoroshoni Primary School, Kenya
Mikoroshoni provides free education for 325 children from poor families 
and now has a new classroom and kitchen. In addition, the SCT has 
agreed to fund the feeding programme here for one year, which may be 
the child’s only meal that day. 

Naxal Orphanage, 
Kathmandu, Nepal
The orphanage is full and 
desperately needs to relocate. 
Thanks to your support, a 
beautiful plot of land has been 
bought and fundraising is  
under way to construct the new 
building (see overleaf).

Dunnottar School, 
St Lucia
Dunnottar supports children 
with developmental needs. 
Funds raised meant  
a classroom was renovated and 
educational materials were 
supplied to accommodate more 
pupils on the waiting list. 

Mukuni Village, Zambia
Through local charity The Butterfly Tree, the drilling of a borehole has 
begun and a hostel built for children who were camping out during the 
week while at school. The Trust has also improved the health centre, 
installed water tanks and funded a malaria-prevention programme.

Centre for Early Childhood 
Development, South Africa
Through CECD, the Trust is helping 
to upgrade five crèches in 
underprivileged areas of Cape 
Town. This will enable them to access 
government subsidies and stand 
on their own feet, ensuring many 
children of a better start in life.

Chub Ta Trav School, 
Cambodia
This programme aims to improve 
the quality of education in the  
local area as well as looking  
to raise attendance rates by 
encouraging the community to 
take ownership of the school  
and its continued development.  

Empowering people Fulmaya blossoms

Getting things done Money raised: all this in a fortnight…

5
The number of 
computers that 

have been 
provided for a 

home for physically 
disabled children 

in Ho Chi  
Minh City

1m+
The amount the 

Trust has directly 
contributed  

to projects in 
developing 

countries over the 
past five years

30 minutes
The average  
time it takes  

for a runaway 
child arriving at 

New Delhi  
railway station to 
be approached  

by child 
traffickers

£20k+ 
The amount raised 
by passengers and 

crew on board 
Saga Ruby World 
Cruise 2011 for 

projects in India, 
the Philippines and  

Sri Lanka

11 
The number of 
communities  

in the Peruvian 
Amazon that have 
water-treatment 
plants funded by 

the Trust – so 
3,000 people have 
clean water. Three 

more plants are 
under way

20 kilos
The average 

amount of water 
women in Kenya 

carry on their 
heads, usually 
with a child on 

their backs.  
It’s roughly equal  

to an airline 
luggage 

allowance 

£500
The current  

cost of a buffalo  
in Nepal

30
The number of 
miles a woman 
who was nine 

months pregnant 
walked to get to 

the maternity clinic 
in Mukuni, Zambia

£1.23
The amount that 

it costs to 
give a child at  

a school in Kenya  
a mug of millet 
porridge every 

day for a month –
often their 

only meal of 
the day

17
The number of 

countries where 
the SCT supports 

projects

0%
The percentage  

of donations that 
the Trust spends 

on in-house 
administration

List of countries where SCT has funded projects:    

Number cruncher

There was no stopping Saga staff during last September’s 
Fundraising fortnight. They raised more than ever  
before, running, rowing, climbing, quizzing and zumbaing…

Acromas Executive Chairman Andrew Goodsell (right) 
congratulated fundraisers at the Folkestone Half Marathon… 
Raffle winners aboard Saga Pearl II met Captain McLundie 
for a tour of the bridge… Gordon Ramsay’s protégé Mark 
Sargeant judged our version of The Great British Bake Off.

do the same. Your support is 
making great things happen. 

Mitedi is a remote rural village of 
around 1,500 people near Kenya’s 
Mombasa coast. The Trust has 
supported the community since 
2009 through the Haller Foundation.

Previously, the villagers faced  
a four-hour round trip to the 
nearest source of water and the 
land was so badly eroded  
they were unable to grow food.  
We have helped by building  
a rain-fed dam that provides  
water for irrigation, and a well for  
drinking water, cooking and 
cleaning. During the recent 
droughts, the Mitedi dams were 
the only source of water for five 
miles around and were used by 
3,000 people a day.  

Your donations also support 
Mitedi’s outreach library services 
and environmental lessons at the 
new school. It’s all part of providing 
long-term life-skills training, 
enabling villagers to lead self-
supporting, sustainable lives. Thank 
you for placing your trust in us. 



Bhattidanda Women’s Co-operative: working 
together we can achieve so much more

Above: The ripple 
effect – water 
collection for domestic 
use and irrigation. 
Left: a sustainable 
source of clean 
drinking water

A few thought-provoking 
facts and figures…

Just some of the projects 
in which we’re involved

Amount raised by customers and staff: £107,757. Additional donation from  
Saga Group Ltd: £50,000. Grand total for the Trust’s projects: £157,757.

It all adds up… 

Money spent
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Donation form Thank you for supporting the Saga Charitable Trust’s work in the developing world

(delete as applicable) 

If your donation is in lieu of a gift and you would like to  
receive a gift card, please tick here:       

Title         Initial     Surname
Address
   Postcode
Email     Date

Making use of GiftAid means that for every pound you give, the 
Saga Charitable Trust receives an extra 25 pence from  
HM Revenue and Customs, helping your donation go further.

I would like Saga Charitable Trust to treat all donations I have made for the 
past four years prior to this year and all donations I make from the date of this 
declaration to be treated as GiftAid unless I notify you otherwise.
To qualify for GiftAid, what you pay in income tax or capital  
gains tax must at least equal the amount we will claim in the tax year.

Please enclose this section with your donation and post to 
SAGA ChArITAbLE TruST, Enbrook Park, Folkestone, Kent CT20 3SE. 
If you do not require an acknowledgment, please tick here: 

The Saga Charitable Trust will not share your details with any other organisation. 
You can also donate online at www.sagacharitabletrust.org

The Saga Charitable Trust is a UK-registered charity, No 291991. All the costs of producing this newsletter have been covered in full by Saga Group Ltd

Standing Order Form 
To: The Manager
  (Bank/Building Society) 

Address

Please pay the Saga Charitable Trust the sum of £________ each 

month, starting on _____/_____/_____ until further notice.

Please debit my account:   
Account name 
Account no 
Sort code 
Signature 

To the bank: Please pay the above sums to:

Saga Charitable Trust at:  National Westminster Bank
    Europa House
    49 Sandgate Road
    Folkestone, Kent CT20 1RU

    Sort code     52 41 42
    Account No 58935819

    Please pass this completed 
    section to your 
    bank/building society.

I enclose a cheque made payable to Saga Charitable Trust/  
I am sending a Standing Order Form to my bank for £ _________

Dot Coupe (inset) is a woman on a mission… helping to build  
a new orphanage in Naxal, Kathmandu. Not only does she raise funds, 
but she has been hands-on to help the project prosper through Saga 
Volunteer Travel. Now that the land has been bought, Dot is raring  
to raise funds for its construction. Each brick costs just 10p, so even  
a modest donation can literally help to raise the roof! You can help  
to raise funds for the orphanage by donating to us or via 
Dot’s justgiving page: justgiving.com/OCCEDNepalBuildingProject

Here’s how to donate  
Text SCTN12 to the phone 
number 70070, followed by the 
amount you wish to donate  
(eg: SCTN12 £10). Texts are 
charged at your mobile operator’s 
standard rate. The charity will 
receive 100% of your donation. 
You must be 16 or over and please 
ask the bill payer’s permission. 

 

SVT volunteers really 
make a difference

Put another brick in the wall
For full terms and conditions,  
and more information, please visit 
www.justgiving.com/info/terms-of-service.

Want to make
things happen?
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DONATE ONLINE 
www.sagacharitabletrust.org

TELEPhONE 
Freephone 0800 0966 770


